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as we warched humpbacks
put on a magnificent show
in Mexico's Bay of Banderas
fronting Muevo Wallarra ithe
resort area bosde Puerm Val-
larta).

All eyes were on the warer's
surface, watching three grear grayish-
black mammals heave up out of the sea
and spew 10-foot high plomes of white
spray and air.

'ne whale rose so close to our 30-pas-

Sarvice is exceptional.
Whether sunning by the
threa-tiered infinity pool,
joining a free kayaking
towr or indulging in 24-
hour room service, the ar-
tentive staff poes out of its
Wiy {0 Cler fo you.

It takes some convincing, then, to
leave the resort. Bur whale watching
shouldn't be missed.

Dwring our morning expedition. we

shadowed at least 15 differant whales.
And we saw them fluke, slap the water
with their tails, spy hop and head slap,
where they lunge head-first out of the
waterand pound their massive heads on
the waters surface.

We oohed and aahed. Like any good
vacition sport, whale warching is addic-
tive. I

go online! AAcm

expanded story

For & longer wersion of thia festhare abot
e Mexico's Nuerto Vallarta, pleass visit
A& com fmagamine.

senper Lodiac raft, you could hear its ex-
plosive, primordial gushes as it exhaled.
Visihle on its head were rounded bumpy
kenobs peculiar to humphbades.

When the whales finally dove down,
they waved their rils slowly as if in a
farewrell salure.

Other Wildlife

Banderas Bay is a nature lovers de-
light. Bortlenose dolphins, seven of the
eight species of sea rurtles, giant manta
rays with 12-foot wing spans, 2 count-
less varety of bip game and reef fish,
250 bird species, and of course, hump-
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Go Wild at the
Carolina Zoo!

back whales, all frolic in the bay

From May to MNovember, sea turtdes
take center stage. That's when endan-
pered Olive Ridley turtles (the smallest
kenowm sea turtles) come to lay their eggs
on the beaches around Muevo Vallarta.

In winter, the spodight shifs to
whales. The humpbacks are seen be-
twieen December and early April, when
up to 300 of the north Pacific popula-
tion migrares to the warm waters of the
bay to mate and later give birth.

Muzzling up to Muevo Vallare's long
wide stretch of beach, the 267 -suite,

RIRBORNE.

SPECIAL DPERATIONS

RELTWE = SHRIE - IWOERETRHE

Higiore Do ran Fayeneel iz, Remk 2 aaling
T RS- TS, wewe il i

ot ot e
America's 5ons and daughters.




